[image: image1.png]



Baystate Organic Certifiers

1220 Cedarwood Circle
N. Dighton, MA 02764
Email:  baystateorganic@earthlink.net
Phone:  (774)872-5544

Fax:  (774)872-5545
Application Packet for Review of Compost for Inclusion on the NOFA Land Care Approved Materials List

Overview:  Baystate Organic Certifiers is in charge of reviewing materials for inclusion on the NOFA Organic Land Care Approved Materials List.  The Approved Materials List is a list of products that are approved for use by organic land care professionals in Connecticut and Massachusetts.  All product reviews are good for a 24 month period.  Product Listings must be renewed after 24 months.  

An application for approval of your compost consists of completing the application forms for compost approval – Page 2 -4 of this packet, and paying the fee for compost review and approval.   See Fee Schedule below.  Fee payments must be submitted with your application forms.  Checks must be made payable to Baystate Organic Certifiers.   

Contact our office if you have any questions.

Fee Schedule:  Compost Material Review for Inclusion on NOFA Land Care Product List

Base Fee for 2 years of approval -  $250

Renewal Fee  - $150

Approval of compost requires an onsite inspection and that is reflected in the cost of the material review.  Fill out a Land Care Compost Material Application Form for your compost.  Baystate will review any products made from the compost (like potting soil) at no extra charge.  Please make sure you list any additional products on your Land Care Compost Application Form.

 Land Care Compost Material Application
Name of Applicant:





    Date:






Contact for Material Review:









Mailing Address:












Location of composting facility: (if different):








Phone:




   Fax:








Email:













Please review the National Organic Standards for compost production that are located on pages 5-6 of this application packet.  Approved compost must be made from allowed plant and animal materials, and must not contain synthetic substances not included on the National List of synthetic substances allowed in organic production.  Manure used in organic compost production may come from conventional farms, but it must not contain synthetic additives.  Conventional feed, supplements, or medical treatments given to conventional animals are not counted as synthetic additives.  Compost must be produced according to one of the three allowed methods in the standards.  If your compost does not meet the requirements of any of the three methods listed, you may bring your compost into compliance with the standards, and new piles may be approved for use by organic professionals.
Application Questions:

1. Feedstocks – List all feedstocks used in your compost, and the source of that feedstock.  Ex.  Horse Manure from Mythical Farm

     2.  What is the initial Carbon to Nitrogen (C:N) ratio in your compost pile?   There are online 
           sources for information about values of carbon and nitrogen in various carbon feedstocks to

           aid you in calculating the ratio.
3.  Describe the production method you are using for your compost – static aerated pile, 

     windrow, etc.  Include information on how many times each pile is turned, how long the   
     average pile takes to finish from the time it is initially formed.



















4.  List any additives you use in your compost including the name and contact information for 
     the supplier.  Note:  Biodynamic preparations are generally allowed, but microbial products 
     must not come from genetically modified sources.






5.  How often do you take temperature measurements of the compost pile? 

6.  Choose one of the following three composting methods, and answer the applicable questions.


Method 1:  If you use a static aerated pile, does the compost reach a temperature of 131 F to 170 F for 3 days?  



Method 2:  If you use compost windrows, does the compost reach of temperature of 131 F to 170 F for 15 days, during which period the pile is turned a minimum of 5 times? 



Method 3:  If you use the NOSB Guidance method for making compost, does your compost show an increase in temperature to at least 131° F (55°C) and remains there for a minimum of 3 days, and is the compost pile mixed or managed to ensure that all of the feedstock heats to the minimum temperature?

7.  Do you keep records of when your compost piles are started, when they are turned, the 
     initial C:N ratio of the compost, temperature measurements, and when the compost is   
     finished?  If yes, attach samples of the recordkeeping forms to this application.  If not,
     describe the records you will keep as an approved compost supplier.







8.  Do you have other compost based products you want approved – like potting soil or compost 
     tea?  If yes, list the products below, and attach a list of all of the ingredients to this 
     application.
9. Are you doing vermicomposting?  If yes, describe your vermicomposting system.

    10.  Describe how your compost is going to be marketed?  Are you selling bagged or bulk

           compost?

Signature:






     Date: 



National Organic Composting Standards
§ 205.203 Soil fertility and crop nutrient management practice standard.

(a) The producer must select and implement tillage and cultivation practices that maintain or improve the physical, chemical, and biological condition of soil and minimize soil erosion.

(b) The producer must manage crop nutrients and soil fertility through rotations, cover crops, and the application of plant and animal materials. 

(c) The producer must manage plant and animal materials to maintain or improve soil organic matter content in a manner that does not contribute to contamination of crops, soil, or water by plant nutrients, pathogenic organisms, heavy metals, or residues of prohibited substances. Animal and plant materials include:

(1) Raw animal manure, which must be composted unless it is:

(i) Applied to land used for a crop not intended for human consumption;

(ii) Incorporated into the soil not less than 120 days prior to the harvest of a product whose edible portion has direct contact with the soil surface or soil particles; or

(iii) Incorporated into the soil not less than 90 days prior to the harvest of a product whose edible portion does not have direct contact with the soil surface or soil particles; 

(2) Composted plant and animal materials produced though a process that

(i) established an initial C:N ratio of between 25:1 and 40:1; and

Method 1:(ii) maintained a temperature of between 131 F and 170 F for 3 days using an in-vessel or static aerated pile system; or

Method 2(iii) maintained a temperature of between 131F and 170F for 15 days using a windrow composting system, during which period, the materials must be turned a minimum of five times.

(3) Uncomposted plant materials.

(d) A producer may manage crop nutrients and soil fertility to maintain or improve soil organic matter content in a manner that does not contribute to contamination of crops, soil, or water by plant nutrients, pathogenic organisms, heavy metals, or residues of prohibited substances by applying:

(1) A crop nutrient or soil amendment included on the National List of synthetic substances allowed for use in organic crop production;

(2) A mined substance of low solubility;

(3) A mined substance of high solubility, Provided, That, the substance is used in compliance with the conditions established on the National List of nonsynthetic materials prohibited for crop production;

(4) Ash obtained from the burning of a plant or animal material, except as prohibited in paragraph (e) of this section: Provided, That, the material burned has not been treated or combined with a prohibited substance or the ash is not included on the National List of nonsynthetic substances prohibited for use in organic crop production; and

(5) A plant or animal material that has been chemically altered by a manufacturing process: Provided, That, the material is included on the National List of synthetic substances allowed for use in organic crop production established in § 205.601.

(e) The producer must not use:

(1) Any fertilizer or composted plant and animal material that contains a synthetic substance not included on the National List of synthetic substances allowed for use in organic crop production;

(2) Sewage sludge (biosolids) as defined in 40 CFR Part 503; and

Compost Task Force

Final Report

NOTE: This is a recommendation by a task force of the National Organic Standards Board. This final report provides guidance to producers and certifying agents. As guidance, this report does not constitute a Federal regulation and is subject to change as needed by USDA pending new information and/or comments received from interested parties.

Producers of any agricultural commodity or product certified as organic under the National Organic Program (NOP) must meet the fundamental requirements for processing and applying plant and animal materials for soil fertility and crop nutrient management practices as described in Section 205.203(c) of the final regulations. This section states:

The producer must manage plant and animal materials to maintain or improve soil organic matter content in a manner that does not contribute to contamination of crops, soil, or water by plant nutrients, pathogenic organisms, heavy metals, or residues of prohibited substances.

Examples of plant and animal materials are described in 205.203 (c) 1-5. This policy statement is being distributed to denote other materials that would be acceptable under 205.203 (c) (2) which applies to plant and animal material mixes. There are no specific regulations for composting when feedstock is made up of only plant material.

1. Method 3: Compost, in addition to that described in section 205.203 (c) (2), is acceptable if (i) made from only allowed feedstock materials, except for incidental residues that will not lead to contamination, (ii) the compost undergoes an increase in temperature to at least 131° F (55°C) and remains there for a minimum of 3 days, and (iii) the compost pile is mixed or managed to ensure that all of the feedstock heats to the minimum temperature.

The monitoring of the above 3 parameters must be documented in the Organic System Plan (plan) submitted by the producer and verified during the site visit. An explanation of compliance with section 205.203 (c) should also be presented in the plan.

2. Vermicompost is acceptable if (i) made from only allowed feedstock materials, except for incidental residues that will not lead to contamination, (ii) aerobicity is maintained by regular additions of thin layers of organic matter at 1-3 day intervals, (iii) moisture is maintained at 70-90%, and (iv) duration of vermicomposting is at least 12 months for outdoor windrows, 4 months for indoor container systems, 4 months for angled wedge systems, or 60 days for continuous flow reactors.

3. Compost and vermicompost teas are still under review and are, therefore, not eligible to satisfy section 205.203 (c) at this time.

4. Processed manure materials must be made from manure that has been heated to a temperature in excess of 150° F (65°C) for one hour or more and dried to a moisture level of 12% or less, or an equivalent heating and drying process that produces a product that is negative for pathogenic contamination by salmonella and fecal coliform material.
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